


	



Practice Examples
Bringing Academic Language to Life
One of the strengths of the Academic Language Programme is its flexibility. During the Erasmus+ Equity in Gifted Education (EGE) project, teachers in Belgium, Ireland, Kosovo and the Netherlands adapted the programme to their own educational contexts while maintaining the same core principles.
Although the classroom activities varied, several common themes emerged:
· explicit teaching of academic vocabulary; 
· active student participation; 
· collaborative learning; 
· reflection on learning strategies; 
· differentiated instruction; 
· authentic language use across subjects. 
The examples below illustrate how participating schools translated these principles into classroom practice. They are intended as inspiration rather than fixed lesson plans. More detailed descriptions can be found in the Academic Language Programme Manual. 

🇳🇱 The Netherlands
Visualising Academic Vocabulary
School: Het Lyceum Vos, Vlaardingen
Teacher: Monique Plugge
Students explored academic vocabulary by connecting words with pictures, creating visual representations and discussing synonyms, word families and example sentences. Working together helped students develop a deeper understanding of abstract academic concepts while increasing participation from quieter learners. 
What made it successful?
· Visual learning strengthened vocabulary acquisition. 
· Collaboration encouraged students to explain their thinking. 
· Students actively constructed meaning instead of memorising definitions. 
Key takeaway
Visualisation combined with collaborative discussion can make abstract academic vocabulary accessible to a wide range of learners. 

🇧🇪 Belgium
Developing Curiosity Through Academic Language
School: OLVC+, Antwerp
Teachers: Lotte van den Branden & Sander Schoepen
Students worked with academic vocabulary through games, digital exercises and discussions about language structures. Rather than simply learning new words, students became curious about language itself and reflected on how they learn new vocabulary. 
What made it successful?
· Interactive activities increased engagement. 
· Students asked analytical questions. 
· Reflection promoted metacognitive awareness. 
Key takeaway
Academic language instruction can stimulate curiosity and help students become more aware of their own learning processes. 

🇮🇪 Ireland
Preparing Students for Academic Success
Partner: Dublin City University
Teachers integrated academic vocabulary into classroom discussions, reading activities and presentations. Students repeatedly encountered target vocabulary in meaningful contexts, enabling them to apply new language with increasing confidence across different learning situations. This consistent practice supported both communication and higher-order thinking skills. 
Key takeaway
Repeated use of academic language in authentic learning situations strengthens both vocabulary development and student confidence.

🇽🇰 Kosovo
Preparing for Future Studies and Careers
Partner: Kolegji Heimerer
Teachers linked academic vocabulary to future education and career pathways. Students practised using academic language during presentations, collaborative assignments and discussions about their ambitions. This helped them recognise the relevance of academic language beyond the classroom. 
Key takeaway
Connecting academic language to real-life aspirations increases motivation and demonstrates its practical value.




Lessons Learned Across Europe
Despite differences in educational systems and classroom contexts, participating schools reported remarkably similar experiences.
Teachers observed that:
· students became more confident using academic vocabulary; 
· collaboration supported language development; 
· explicit vocabulary instruction benefited a broad range of learners; 
· reflection helped students become more aware of their learning strategies; 
· academic language instruction contributed to greater educational equity. 
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